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U.S.C. 1721 and § 218.54 of this chapter
on all volumes for which you used the
royalty suspension. You also may be
subject to penalties under other provi-
sions of law.

§ 203.77 May I voluntarily give up re-
lief if conditions change?

You may renounce approved royalty-
suspension volumes as soon as you an-
ticipate violating one of the with-
drawal conditions, or for any other rea-
son, before you start production.

§ 203.78 Do I keep relief if prices rise
significantly?

No, you must pay full royalties if
prices rise above the statutory base
price for light sweet crude oil or nat-
ural gas.

(a) Suppose the arithmetic average of
the daily closing NYMEX light sweet
crude oil prices for the previous cal-
endar year exceeds $28.00 per barrel, as
adjusted in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion. In this case, we retract the roy-
alty relief authorized in this section
and you must:

(1) Pay royalties on all oil production
for the previous year at the lease stipu-
lated royalty rate plus interest (under
30 U.S.C. 1721 and § 218.54 of this chap-
ter) by April 30 of the current calendar
year, and

(2) Pay royalties on all your oil pro-
duction in the current year.

(b) Suppose the arithmetic average of
the daily closing NYMEX natural gas
prices for the previous calendar year
exceeds $3.50 per million British ther-
mal units (Btu), as adjusted in para-
graph (f) of this section. In this case,
we retract the royalty relief authorized
in this section and you must:

(1) Pay royalties on all natural gas
production for the previous year at the
lease stipulated royalty rate plus inter-
est (under 30 U.S.C. 1721 and § 218.54 of
this chapter) by April 30 of the current
calendar year, and

(2) Pay royalties on all your natural
gas production in the current year.

(c) Production under both paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section counts as
part of the royalty-suspension volume.

(d) You are entitled to a refund or
credit, with interest, of royalties paid
on any production (that counts as part
of the royalty-suspension volume):

(1) Of oil if the arithmetic average of
the closing oil prices for the current
calendar year is $28.00 per barrel or
less, as adjusted in paragraph (f) of this
section, and

(2) Of gas if the arithmetic average of
the closing natural gas prices for the
current calendar year is $3.50 per mil-
lion Btu or less, as adjusted in para-
graph (f) of this section.

(e) You must follow our regulations
in part 230 of this chapter for receiving
refunds or credits.

(f) We change the prices referred to
in paragraphs (a), (b) and (d) of this
section during each calendar year after
1994. These prices change by the per-
centage the implicit price deflator for
the gross domestic product changed
during the preceding calendar year.

§ 203.79 How do I appeal MMS’s deci-
sions related to Deep Water Royalty
Relief?

(a) Once we have designated your
lease as part of a field and notified you
and other affected operators of the des-
ignation, you can request reconsider-
ation by sending the MMS Director a
letter within 15 days that also states
your reasons. The MMS Director’s re-
sponse is the final agency action.

(b) Our decisions on your application
for relief from paying royalty under
§ 203.67 and the royalty-suspension vol-
umes under § 203.69 are final agency ac-
tions.

(c) If you cannot start construction
by the deadline in § 203.76(b) for reasons
beyond your control (e.g., strike at the
fabrication yard), you may request an
extension up to 1 year by writing the
MMS Director and stating your rea-
sons. The MMS Director’s response is
the final agency action.

(d) We will notify you of all final
agency actions by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested. Final agency
actions are not subject to appeal to the
Interior Board of Land Appeals under
30 CFR part 290 and 43 CFR part 4.
They are judicially reviewable under
section 10(a) of the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act (5 U.S.C. 702) only if you file
an action within 30 days of the date
you receive our decision.
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